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Note: the planned boat, fly 
fishing trip to Llandegfedd 
has had to be brought forward 
by a week and will now be 
held on 3rd April; contact the 
Social Secretary ASAP if you 
want to book a place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMIT RENEWAL: 
Existing adult members are reminded 
that permits must be renewed before 
the end of April. 
 
Existing member & concessionary 
tickets are only available from the 
Secretary (the address is as shown on 
last seasons permit) 
 
New, junior member and day permits 
are available from the Secretary or 
from the following two angling shop 
outlets: H.R.Jones Clydach or 
Mainwarings Sports, Sketty. 
Both shops are great supporters of the 
Society so please give them your 
support in return. 
 
Note: an EA licence, available from all 
Post Offices, is also required before 
going fishing; renewal date is 1st April.     

The current Environment Agency 
advice on best method for preventing 
spread is to thoroughly dry you’re 
your kit as the shrimp can survive up 
to 5 days in damp conditions. 
Particular attention must also be paid 
to the seams and seals of boots and 
waders.  

 
CONSERVATION:  
A conservation issue that everyone 
needs to be aware of is that fishing 
tackle can harbour a number of 
unwanted hitch hikers when anglers 
travel between the different venues; an 
example is the recent discovery of 
Dikerogammarus villosus, or what has 
become known as the killer shrimp, at 
three UK locations (Grafham Water, 
Eglwys Nunydd and in the Cardiff Bay 
impoundment).  This freshwater 
shrimp has spread rapidly across 
Europe following the opening of 
the Rhine-Main-Danube canal in 
1992. This links the crustacean’s 
home waters (the region of the 
Caspian and Black Seas) to 
Western Europe, so the shrimp is 
now found in many countries 
including Holland, Belgium, 
Germany and France.  
 
Many water bodies in the UK will be 
suitable for this shrimp. If it spreads 
from its current location, experience in 
Europe suggests that it will spread 
rapidly through connected water 
bodies. The rate of spread to isolated 

lakes and reservoirs is less certain, but 
it is likely to be aided by human 
activities. In time, it could also 
potentially colonise faster-flowing 
waters, so the problem may not be 
confined to sluggish rivers, canals and 
lakes.  The shrimp is likely to have a 
significant impact on the ecology of 
water bodies.    
 

 

 
NEW CLUB RULE: 
A new rule has been introduced our 
fishing byelaws for 2011; in particular 
Byelaw 23 will now read as follows: 
“Except for the River Cilieni fishing 
where all fish must be returned, no 
more than four fish  (whether brown 
trout, sea trout or salmon) may be 
killed in any one day (from midnight 
to midnight). If catch and release is 
practised, members must ensure that 
fish are returned to the water 
unharmed by following best practice 
as published by the Environment 
Agency and, in particular, must only 
use single barbless hooks (a fully 
‘crushed’ barb is acceptable), should 
avoid the use of bait and should avoid 
handling fish as far as possible and 
should avoid lifting them from the 
water.  Where a bag limit applies, 
fishing must cease when the bag limit 
is reached.” 

 



RELEASING FISH: 
The Environment Agency recommend 
the use pliers to remove hooks but if 
hooks are too deep and removal will 
lead to damage or delayed release then 
cut the line as near to the hook as 
possible. Support the fish in the water 
preferably in a gentle current and with 
the fish facing upstream. Recovery can 
take several minutes so be patient. 
Wait until the fish recovers 
sufficiently to swim away from you. 
Quickly estimate the weight of the fish 
for reporting purposes. This can be 
done by measuring the length of the 
fish and using the table below to 
convert length to weight.  

 
Inches    lb.
20  3.1 
22  4.2 
24  5.8 
26  7.4 
28  9.0 

30  10.7 
32  12.4 
34  15.2 
36  18.2 
38  21.2 
40  24.2 
42  27.2 

When handling the fish, aim to keep 
handling time to a minimum. Make 
every effort to keep the fish in the 
water at all times as prolonged 
exposure to air will reduce survival 
rates. Before handling a fish make sure 
that hands are wet. Avoid squeezing 
the fish.  
 
CAUTION: High water temperatures 
(>21oC) can significantly reduce 
survival rates. Anglers should take 
extra care when practising Catch and 
Release when flows are low and water 
temperatures are high (typical high 
summer conditions).  Release the fish 
as quickly as possible and do not 
remove it from the water. 
Support the fish in the water until it is 
recovered, this may take some time so 
please be patient. 
 
RIVER CILIENI : 
The Parc Fishery is comprised of some 
744 yards double bank and 586 yards 
single bank on the River Cilieni, a 
beautiful tributary of the River Usk 
just downstream from Sennybridge.  

For 2011 the fishing on this section of 
club waters will be by fly only, catch 
& release and for two rods per day 
(booked with the Secretary).  Here’s 
the Secretary fishing the water in early 
March. 
 

 
 
TAWE DISABLED:  
The 16th March saw the first of the 
Tawe Disabled Fishers 2011 program 
of safaris. Twelve members attended 
with four fishing worm, seven fly and 
one member trying his hand at both. 
There were fourteen fish taken in total, 
five of which were taken by our worm 
angles, the other nine falling to our fly 
anglers. Heaviest bag of the day was 
taken by one of our fly anglers, Mr 
Paul Layton, who was awarded the 
Angler of the Day certificate, his three 
fish bag weighing in at 14lb. 14oz. 
The image below is of Paul receiving 
his certificate from TDF secretary 
 

 
 
EARLY SEASON FISHING: 
On the 24th February, the River Tawe 
was stocked with four hundred 10/11 
inch, triploid brown trout supplied by 
Berkshire Trout Farm.  
 
The brown trout fishing has been 
patchy since opening day on 3rd March 
with decent catches only being made 
on those warmer days when there were 
good numbers of Large Dark Olive 
Duns hatching off.  The following 
photograph is of a good, wild, Tawe 
brown trout taken by Michael Pascoe 

on a dry fly that measured approx. 20 
inches in length. 
 

 
 
The March Brown has been seen early 
this year and has been hatching since 
the opening day. 
 

 
 
Once again this year, opening day saw 
a lot of salmon & sea trout kelts 
present in the River Tawe and this 
photograph is of one very sad fish at 
Ynystawe; if should you catch one, 
please return it with care. 
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must be returned to the river. 
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Remember the Environme
Rod Fishing Byelaws dictate that: 
• The brown trout season for the 

River Tawe starts on 3rd March 
and closes on 30th September. 
For salmon and sea trout the 
season starts on the 20th Marc
and ends on the 17th October 
Only fly and spinning is allowe
from 20th March to 15th June and 
again during the period from 8th 
October to 17th October. 
All salmon caught before th


